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who found the newly hatched young so innocently tame
that one little thing which he had been fondling tried
to follow him when he left it, though its parents were
flying and calling overhead. It is greatly to his credit
that he did not massacre the innocent, as many a less
sportsman-like collector would have done. Mynheer
Blaauw, in the work above cited, also gives a very
interesting account of this crane and the care it takes
of its young.

The voice of the Common Crane is a very fine trumpeting
call, uttered both on the ground and in flight, and its
coiled windpipe is lodged in the breast-bone as in the
Sarus.

The classical ancients were well acquainted with this
crane, which, with the wild geese, played havoc with their
crops. The crane was also believed, as far back as Homer's
time, to wage war against a very tiny race of men, the
famous pigmies, who were only three spans high. It seems
to me that there is a possible explanation for this story.
We know there are very small and primitive human races.
Now birds of the size of the Sarus would really be serious
antagonists to ill-armed dwarfs not so tall as themselves,
and it is quite possible that crane and pigmy fights did
occur in which the birds did not always get the worst of
it. The Greeks would then get hold of the story, and the
size of the pigmies would get reduced to suit the crane
which they were themselves acquainted with. If any one
doubt this, let him go and catch a vicious tame Sarus
with nothing but his hands !